West Lane writing overview 2026-27
	
	Autumn
(15 weeks)
	Spring 1
(6 weeks)
	Spring 2
(5 weeks)
	Summer
(14 weeks)


	Year 1
	Sentence writing (3 Billy Goat’s gruff Gateshead hub)


	Character description 

(Clean up!)

	Personal writing 
(Hair, family affair) 
	Non-chronological report 

(One day on our big blue planet or big book of beasts)
	Setting description 


(Grandad’s island) 

	Instructions

(Mr.Wolf’s pancakes.)
	Poetry 
Acrostic poems

Poet study: Jane Newberry
	Writing in role - postcards and/or a letter

(Beegu)

	
	· Capital Letters
· Full Stops
· Finger Spaces
· Subject
· Action Verbs
· Subject + Verb
· Single Clause sentences
· Past tense 

	· Capital Letters
· Full Stops
· Finger Spaces
· Adjectives
· Being verbs (is/am/are)
· Being verbs (has/have)
· Sentence starters
· Using ‘and’

	· Capital letters
· Full stops
· Finger spaces
· First-person pronouns (I, my)
· Adjectives
· Simple noun phrases
· Present tense verbs
· Using and to join ideas
· Exclamation marks
· Question marks
· Plural -s

	· Capital Letters
· Full Stops
· Finger Spaces
· Common nouns
· Proper nouns
· Common or proper nouns
· Single clause sentences with pronouns 
· Question marks
· adding -s / -es for plurals
· present tense
· using pronouns to avoid repetition
	· Capital Letters
· Full Stops
· Finger Spaces
· Adjectives (expanded)
· Sentence starters
· Using ‘and’ to extend 
· Action verbs vs being verbs
· Exclamation marks
· Past tense 
	· imperative (bossy) verbs.
· command sentences.
· Use capital letters and full stops.
· time words.
· Sequence instructions using First, Next, Then and Finally.
· Use and to join ideas.
· Write a list of ingredients with commas.
· Add simple noun phrases and adjectives.
	· Capital Letters
· Full Stops
· Finger Spaces
· Nouns
· Adjectives
· Action verbs 
· Sentence starters
· Exclamation marks
	· Capital letters
· Full stops
· Finger spaces
· Proper Nouns
· Subject + Verb
· Question marks 
· Using and to extend
· Sentence starters
· because (oral + modelled writing only)

	Year 2 
	 Narrative 

(The lonely beast)

	Instructions 

(The Santa trap)


	Personal writing 

(The only way is badger)
	Persuasion

(The Piano and the bear)
	 Non-chronological report 

(The Bee Book by Charlotte Milner
The Honey Bee by Kirsten Hall)
	Simple explanation and oral presentation

[bookmark: _Hlk234236927](The emperor’s egg)
	Poetry
List poems 

Poet study: 
Marlyin Singer
	Narrative 

[bookmark: _Hlk193802502](Dogs don’t do ballet)



	
	· Expanded noun phrases
· Coordination (and/but/or)
· Subordination (because/when/that)
· Punctuation Focus
· Capital letters and full stops (secure)
· Question marks
· Exclamation marks
· Commas in lists (light introduction)
	· Imperative verbs (cut, mix, build, place)
· Time conjunctions (first, next, then, finally)
· Subordination for clarity
· Punctuation
· Commas in lists
· Full stops for commands
	· Capital letters and full stops
· Coordinating conjunctions
· Adjectives
· Expanded noun phrases
· First-person pronouns
· Past tense verbs
· Subordinating conjunctions
· Adverbs ending in -ly
· Commas in lists
· Apostrophes for contractions and possession
	· Expanded noun phrases
· Questions for effect
· Subordination (because, if, so)
· Coordination
· Punctuation
· Apostrophes for contraction (don’t, can’t, won’t)
	· Present tense
· Expanded noun phrases
· Subordination
· Technical vocabulary
· Organisation
· Headings
· Simple subheadings
	· present tense verbs.
· technical vocabulary.
· Coordinating and subordinating conjunctions.
· Expanded noun phrases.
· Writing simple factual sentences.
· Creating labelled diagrams.
	· Commas in lists
· Expanded noun phrases
· Repetition
· Rhythm and word choice
	· Past tense consistency
· Expanded noun phrases
· Subordination and coordination
· Apostrophes for contraction
· Sentence types

· Optional:

· Simple dialogue introduction

	Year 3
	Explanation 

(Monsters; An Owner’s Guide)

	Character analysis

(The Christmas Miracle of Jonathan Toomey)


	Perspective 

(The princess and the pea)
	Narrative 

(Cinnamon)



	Discussion 

(Malala’s magic pencil)

	Facts from 1st person perspective 

(Funny bums and freaky beaks)
	Poetry 
Kenning 

Poet study:
Joseph Coelho
	Fable

(Aesop’s Fables – Michael Morpurgo
The Lion and the Mouse by Jerry Pinkney (wordless book)



	
	· Conjunctions expressing cause
· Prepositions
· Present tense
· Word families
· Paragraphs
· Headings
· Subheadings
	· Present perfect tense

· Example

· Jonathan has changed throughout the story.

· Nouns and pronouns to avoid repetition
· Conjunctions
· Paragraphs based on different character traits
	· Coordinating conjunctions
· Expanded noun phrases
· Prepositions
· Adverbs
· First-person pronouns
· Fronted adverbials of time
· Subordinating conjunctions
· Consistent past tense
· Direct speech
· Inverted commas
· Apostrophes
· Commas in lists
	· Direct speech
· Inverted commas
· Adverbs
· Prepositions
· Time conjunctions
· Speech punctuation
	· Cause-and-effect conjunctions
· Present perfect
· Pronouns
· Paragraphs
· Headings
· Subheadings
	· First person pronoun
· Present tense
· Expanded noun phrases
· Coordinating conjunctions 
· Subordinating conjunctions
· Fronted adverbials
· Commas after fronted adverbials
· Adverbs 
· Possessive apostrophes (singular)
· questions
· exclamations
· paragraphs
· technical vocabulary.
	· Compound nouns

· (Kennings naturally introduce these.)

· Examples

· wave-runner
· sky-chaser
· storm-bringer

· Also revisit

· adjectives
· verbs
· noun phrases
	· Direct speech
· Time conjunctions
· Cause conjunctions
· Pronouns for cohesion
· Expanded noun phrases
· Present perfect (where appropriate)
· Inverted commas
· Speech punctuation
· Paragraphs for dialogue and action

	Year 4 
	Narrative 

[bookmark: _Hlk193912248](Nen and the lonely fisherman)


	Non-chronological report

(a giant dose of gross)


	Discussion/persuasion

(Hey, little ant)
	Narrative – folk tale

(Ossiri and the Bala Mengro)

	Explanation 

(Until I met Dudley) 


	Expanding an episode

(dream giver Literacy shed Video)
	Poetry
Limerick 

Poet study:
Jack Prelutsky 
	Persuasion

(The sea book)



	
	· Fronted adverbials 
· Expanded noun phrases 
· Prepositional phrases 
· Pronouns instead of repeated nouns
· Commas after fronted adverbials 
· Speech punctuation (revision and accuracy)

	· Expanded noun phrases 
· Prepositional phrases 
· Pronouns for cohesion 
· Present tense 
· Apostrophes for plural possession

	· Expanded noun phrases
· Coordinating and subordinating conjunctions
· Fronted adverbials
· Commas after fronted adverbials
· Rhetorical questions
· Imperative verbs
· Persuasive vocabulary
· Adverbs to strengthen opinions
· Apostrophes
	· Standard English verb forms 
· Examples
· We were 
· I did 
· They were 
· Also include
· Fronted adverbials 
· Dialogue punctuation 
· Pronouns 
· Expanded noun phrases

	· Fronted adverbials 
· Subordinating Conjunctions
· Pronouns
· Commas after fronted adverbials
· Prepositional phrases 


	· Fronted adverbials 
· Commas after fronted adverbials 
· Coordinating conjunctions 
· Subordinating conjunctions 
· Adverbial phrases to show how, when and where 
· Standard English
· Present and past tense used consistently 
· Direct speech using inverted commas 
· Apostrophes for possession 
· Paragraphs 
· Figurative language, 
· Varying sentence lengths to build suspense and control pace
	· verbs 
· noun phrases 
· adjectives 
· adverbs 
· punctuation for rhythm
	· Fronted adverbials
· Standard English
· Pronouns
· Expanded noun phrases
· Cause-and-effect conjunctions
· Punctuation
· Apostrophes for plural possession (revision)

	Year 5 
	setting description

(The Viewer) 
	Narrative 

(Where snow angels go) 


	Perspective 

(Once I was a Giant
	Non-chronological report 

(Mythologica by Steve Kershaw
Hercules by Sonia Elisabetta Corvaglia)
	Greek Myth – Theseus and the Minotaur 

(Greek Myths – Three Heroic Tales by Hugh Lupton
	Information text 

(The Barnabus Project)
	Poetry 
Shape and concrete poems

Poet study: 
Matt Goodfellow
	Literary recount 

(The man who walked between the two towers)

	
	· Relative clauses 
· Expanded noun phrases 
· Fronted adverbials (revision) 
· Prepositional phrases
· Parenthesis (commas)
· Commas to separate clauses clearly
	· Modal verbs 
· Adverbs of possibility 
· Relative clauses 
· Cohesion within paragraphs 
· Accurate dialogue punctuation 
· Parenthesis (dashes)

	· Expanded noun phrases
· Relative clauses
· Fronted adverbials
· Conjunctions for cause and effect
· Modal verbs
· Rhetorical questions
· Imperative verbs
· Emotive vocabulary
· Adverbs for emphasis
· Parenthesis
· Colons
· Commas for clarity
	· Relative clauses 
· Parenthesis 
· Technical vocabulary 
· Present tense 
· Verb prefixes 
· Turning nouns into verbs
· Using expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information concisely.
· Brackets
· Colons (if introducing lists - useful preparation for Year 6 although not statutory until then) 
· Bullet points

	· Cohesion across paragraphs
· Relative clauses
· Modal verbs
· Expanded noun phrases
· Parenthesis
· Commas to avoid ambiguity
· Dialogue punctuation
	· Relative clauses
· Parenthesis using brackets, commas or dashes
· Technical vocabulary appropriate to a non-fiction information text
· Formal language and objective tone
· Passive voice where appropriate (e.g. Barnabus was created in a laboratory.)
· Cohesive devices within and across paragraphs (e.g. Furthermore, In contrast, As a result, However)
· Paragraphs organised by subject (e.g. Appearance, Habitat, Diet, Behaviour, Special Features)
· Headings and subheadings to structure the report
	· noun phrases 
· precise verbs 
· sentence fragments 
· punctuation for rhythm 
· line breaks 
· commas and dashes for effect
	· Cohesion across paragraphs
· Relative clauses
· Parenthesis
· Modal verbs for reflection
· Formal/informal shifts
· Commas for ambiguity
· Dashes
· Brackets

	Year 6 
	Beowulf Narrative

	A Christmas Carol Narrative
	Discussion 

(And Tango makes three)
	1940s diary
	Non-chronological Report – Pandora Animals
	Narrative 

(The eye of the storm – Literacy shed) 
	Balanced Argument – Deforestation
	Alma – narrative 

	
	· Relative clauses
· active and passive voice
· semicolons
· colons
· cohesion within paragraphs expanded noun phrases
· sentence variety for suspense.
	· Parenthesis (commas, brackets, dashes)
· formal and informal language
· relative clauses
· active/passive choices
· cohesion across paragraphs
· punctuation for dialogue.
	· Coordinating and subordinating conjunctions
· Fronted adverbials
· Expanded noun phrases
· Relative clauses
· Modal verbs
· Cohesive devices between paragraphs
· Colons
· Semi-colons
· Parenthesis (brackets, commas and dashes)
· Commas for clarity
	· Modal verbs
· Ellipsis
· fronted adverbials (revision)
· passive voice
· Relative clauses
· hyphens
· tense consistency
· first-person viewpoint.
	· present tense
· relative clauses
· parenthesis
· expanded noun phrases
· bullet points
· colons to introduce lists and explanations
· technical vocabulary.
	· Relative clauses to add detail and precision
· Passive voice for emphasis and suspense
· Parenthesis using commas, brackets and dashes
· Semi-colons to link closely related independent clauses
· Colons to introduce explanations or dramatic statements
· Cohesive devices across paragraphs (e.g. Meanwhile, Moments later, In contrast, As the storm intensified)
· Manipulating sentence length to control pace and build tension
· Paragraphs organised around changes in action, setting or viewpoint
	· Formal language
· modal verbs
· passive voice
· subjunctive (where appropriate)
· semicolons
· colons
· cohesion across paragraphs
· rhetorical questions (revision).
· nominalisation (greater depth)
	· Speech to convey action
· Relative clauses active and passive voice for effect
· sentence variety and pacing
· ellipsis
· dashes
· semicolons
· cohesion across paragraphs
· punctuation for suspense and atmosphere.



