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Information Report
School SEND Context
Winlaton West Lane Primary School is a maintained mainstream school for students from the ages of 4 to 11 with 2 classes per year group and a nursery provision for students ages 3 and 4.
The Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCo) is Mrs K Regan, who can be contacted by phone on 0191 4142557.
Supporting Pupils with Special Educational Needs / Disabilities and their Families
The SEND Code of Practice 2015 states that a child or young person has special educational needs if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special educational provision to be made for him or her. A child or young person has a learning difficulty or disability if he or she: (a) Has a significant greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age, or (b) Has a disability which prevents or hinders him or her from making use of facilities of a kind generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream schools or mainstream post-16 institutions. The broad areas of need described in the SEND Code of Practice are:
 • Cognition and Learning 
• Communication and Interaction, including speech, language and communication needs
 • Social, Emotional and Mental Health
 • Sensory and/or physical. 
Pupils may have needs in more than one area.

Identifying Needs
All students at West Lane follow a broad and balanced curriculum that is appropriate to their age and stage of development, which is personalised to take into account their needs and abilities. Our teaching is inclusive and quality-first which allows an inclusive classroom. In order to identify a student’s special educational needs we use all of the information about the student’s progress, including detailed assessment grids for each subject a well as asses from the quality-first teaching approach. We compare it with the progress of other students in the school and against national performance information, such as, Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 data. If a student is not making the progress that would be expected, their parent/carer will be involved as soon as possible.
West Lane Primary school works in partnership with families to help them support their children’s learning outside of school. We will let families know about any concerns about a pupil’s learning by:
· Holding regular parent – teacher consultation meetings.
· Providing an “open door” policy whereby parents can contact school at any time if they have concerns. Meetings can then be arranged with appropriate school staff, including the SENDCo, Mrs K Regan.

Assessment, monitoring and Review:
Once additional needs are identified, further support is put in place as part of a “Graduated Approach” to SEND support. The “Graduated Approach” is a four-part cycle of action: ASSESS, PLAN, DO and REVIEW, where each stage is continuously revisited, refined and revised. At the centre of this cycle is the child, parents or carers and class teacher, with the SENDCo to advise and support.
Progress is discussed regularly in staff meetings and is reviewed formally every term by the class teachers and Head Teacher in pupil progress meetings. Through the school’s reporting system, parents are informed if their child is working within, above or below expectations for their age. All children are required to be formally assessed at the end of each key stage (i.e. at the end of year 2 and year 6) using Standard Assessment Tests in year 6 (SATS). This is something the government requires all schools to do and the results are published nationally. Parents are informed of their child’s attainment in these tests in Y6.
 Children in non-SATS year, have termly assessment weeks, where their progress is checked. In year 2, although there are no longer statutory tests, teacher assessment will be used and information will be shared with parents. 
At the end of Reception, children are assessed based on achieving a good level of development in the prime areas of learning.  This information is shared with parents at the end of the academic year through their child’s school report. For some students, a more sensitive assessment tool may be used which shows their level in more detail and shows smaller but significant steps of progress. 
ASSESS: Class teacher and SENDCo establish a clear analysis of the child’s needs using teacher assessments, and the views of the child and family. Referring to the Gateshead Thresholds, the class teacher and parent, will together analyse where the child sits within these thresholds.  At this point referrals may be made to external services as appropriate. Such referrals are made by the SENDCo or class teacher in collaboration with parents. The views of any external professionals will then be considered alongside all other assessments. Pupils will be identified and assessed by means of observations first made by class teacher, then SENDCo, consultation with parents, advice from professionals in unnamed surgeries then, screens and diagnostic assessments from professionals should it be deemed necessary.
Teams and agencies can include:
Speech and Language Therapy
Occupational Therapy
Bladder and Bowel Team
LINT team Gateshead
HINT team Gateshead
CAMHS (Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service)
Public Health Nurse
Educational Psychology Department 

PLAN: High quality, differentiated classroom teaching forms the basis of every child’s education at West Lane. The first stage of planning is always to consider how a child’s needs can be met every day, in his or her classroom, and what sort of changes and extra resources might be needed to help with this. We use our toolkit for best practise for an inclusive school. Consideration is also given to the type of support, such as small group or individual work, that would best suit each child, and the resources that would be most effectively used during this time. At all times the focus is on expected outcomes for the child from the intervention, not just that the intervention takes place. When this kind of targeted support is put in place, it will be recorded on the intervention time table or, where the needs of the child are more complex and hit threshold 3 or above, a Support Plan. Children with a Support Plan are included on the school’s SEND register.
DO: The class teacher, with support from the SENDCo, will oversee the additional support, with appropriately trained and experienced Teaching Assistants often being responsible for working with the child in class, and in small group work outside the classroom. Support staff are placed where needed throughout the school to ensure pupil progress, independence and value for money. Support may take the form of one-to-one intervention, small group work, classroom support or additional liaison with parents or other professionals working with the pupil.
REVIEW: The TAs and class teacher will work together to monitor the effectiveness of any intervention, and specifically whether outcomes for the child are being improved in the classroom, rather than just during small group or individual work. The SENDCo keeps an overview of the monitoring of all children with SEND. The impact of interventions is monitored continuously on an informal basis, and more formally on a termly basis. Provision maps and Support Plans are then updated, and adjustments to levels of support or changes to specific interventions made as necessary, and only after consultation with the child and their family.
The aim of the “Graduated Approach” is to create a continuous cycle of progress and improvement, where the outcomes for the child remain a focus throughout. If, during the review stage, family, school staff and the child agree that individual, targeted intervention is no longer required, the child will be removed from the SEND register after a further term of monitoring. After the involvement of external services, it may be agreed that a request to the Local Authority for an Education Health and Care Needs Assessment (EHCNA) is appropriate. Such assessment is only undertaken when a child has a high level of complex needs that cannot easily be met within a mainstream placement, even with significant additional support and resources. Following an Education, Health and Care Needs Assessment, the Local Authority may decide to initiate an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP).
This is a legally binding document that sets out the needs of the child, the outcomes we wish to achieve for that child, and the steps to achieving those outcomes. Reviews are held at least annually, and involve the child, parents, and all professionals currently supporting the child either at home or at school.
(Please refer to North Tyneside’s SEND policy at the Local Offer for further information on this:
https://gateshead-localoffer.org/ )

Pupil Involvement
Pupils are involved in the outcome setting and development of their Support Plan as appropriate. Pupils will have the strategies and/or resources set out in their plan explained to them. Pupils who are able to, are asked for their voice. Pupils with SEND are involved in their Annual Reviews in a manner appropriate to their maturity, mostly in the form of pupil voice. Pupils can be invited to attend at least part of the meeting if this is felt to be appropriate. All pupils will be given the opportunity to outline their own strengths and weaknesses and set outcomes prior to review.

Types of Support 
Academic
All students receive excellent classroom teaching also known as Quality First Teaching. For your child this would mean:
· That the teacher has the highest possible expectations for your child and all students in their class.
· That all teaching is based on building on what your child already knows, can do and can understand.
· Different ways of teaching are in place so that your child is fully involved in learning in class. This could involve things like using more practical learning.
· Specific strategies are in place to support your child to learn.
· If your child’s teacher has decided that your child has gaps in their understanding/learning after carefully checking on your child’s progress they could receive some extra support to help them make the best possible progress in the form of intervention sessions or focused differentiated work to close the gaps.
· During assessments, accessible arrangements are made (additional time, prompter, reader etc)
Specific work with a small group of children

This type of support is available for any student who has specific gaps in their understanding of a subject/area of learning and will be put in place if the class teacher and/or SENDco thinks that they need extra support in school. The group, sometimes called Intervention groups by schools, may be: 
· Run in the classroom or outside. 
· Planned and overseen by a teacher but they are often run by a Teaching Assistant who has been trained to run the groups using the teacher’s plan. 
· Will work with specific targets to help your child make more progress. The targets will be identified in advance and need to be achieved within a specific time period, normally a term.
The progress made with the intervention is tracked and monitored closely to decide whether any additional support is needed for your child.

Individual support
This is usually provided through an Education, Health and Care Plan. This means your child will have been identified by a specialist professional as needing a higher level of support than the school can provide from their SEND budget. This is a legal process, which is carried out by the Local Authority, which sets out the amount of support that will be provided for your child. School will discuss with you if they think that this is required.

Emotional and Social Support 
As well as providing academic support, school can also provide emotional and social support for students. This can include:
· Social skills/nurture group interventions – currently, provided by our Family Support Worker, Mrs Richardson.
· Opportunities to talk to trusted staff in school
· Self-esteem interventions – such as Friendship groups, dealing with disagreements and upset
· Anti-bullying policies. This is also taught within PSHE curriculum
· Administration of medicines where necessary- separate Health Care Plan is monitored by Mrs Nugent.
Counselling support from outside agencies for those vulnerable children. 

Transition Arrangements
We work in partnership with other education providers to ensure that pupils make a successful transition to the next stages of their learning, through careful and coordinated planning of the transition. We have transition booklets and carefully consider how we approach additional time with new class teachers for new academic years. We’ve most recently been involved with the Gateshead Local authority We provide the following support to pupils when they are leaving our school:
· Visits to new setting/school for parents and children.
· Transition booklets 
· Where appropriate, external agencies involved with new phase transitions
· Parent / child meeting with new and existing staff.
·  Parent and SENDCo meeting involving any outside agencies that needs to be involved.
· New staff visit child in their existing setting.
· Preparation for in school transitions to and from halls, classrooms and playground.
Staff and Training
There are a number of people in school who are responsible for special educational needs:
The Head Teacher, Mrs Bell, is responsible for:
· The day-to-day management of all aspects of the school, including support for students with SEND.
· Making sure that your child’s needs are met but they will give this responsibility to the SENDCo and class teachers.
· Making sure that the Governing Body is kept up to date about any issues in the school relating to SEND.
The Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENDCo), Mrs Regan, is responsible for:
· Coordinating all the support for students with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) and developing the school’s SEN Policy to make sure all students get a consistent, high-quality response to meeting their needs in school.
· Ensuring that parents/carers are:
· involved in supporting their child’s learning
· kept informed about the support their child is getting
· involved in reviewing how they are doing
· involved in planning for their future.
· Contacting other people who may be coming into school to help support your child’s learning for example, an Educational Psychologist.
· Making sure that there are excellent records of your child’s progress and needs.
· Provide specialist support for teachers and support staff in the school, so they can help students with SEN in the school make the best possible progress.
· Support with writing SEND support Plans that specify the student’s targets.
· Ensuring that all staff working with the student in school are helped to deliver the planned work/programme so the student can make the best possible progress. This may involve the use of additional adults, outside specialist help and specially planned work and resources.

The Class Teacher is responsible for:
· Making sure that all students have access to excellent classroom teaching (this is known as quality first teaching) and that the curriculum is adjusted to meet your child’s individual needs (this is called differentiation).
· Checking on the progress of your child and identifying, planning and providing any additional help your child may need and letting SENDCo know if necessary. This could be things like targeted work, additional support. 
· Following the SEND Support Plans. These will be shared and reviewing with parents at least once each term.
· Planning for the student’s next term based on their progress.
· Ensuring that the school’s SEN Policy is followed in their classroom and for all the students they teach with any SEND.

The Teaching Assistants work with the class teacher to identify areas of support for students with SEN. They:
· Support students to access the curriculum
· Help with implementation of differentiation and specialist support strategies in the classroom
· Keep students focused on learning activities during lesson
· Attend all training opportunities related to SEN and differentiation. 
· Are mainly classroom based, however Teaching Assistants and Higher-Level Teaching Assistants are able to deliver specific SEN programmes outside of the classroom. They may also provide support during social time and unstructured parts of the day
· Help students to develop effective ways of becoming independent learners
· Pass on any concerns regarding progress/emotional and social development to the Class Teacher and SENDCo

The SEN/Inclusion Governor is responsible for:
· Making sure that the school has an up-to-date SEN Policy
· Making sure that the school has appropriate provision and has made necessary adaptations to meet the needs of all students in the school.
· Making sure that the necessary support is made for any student who attends the school, who has SEND.

All staff have completed, and will continue to receive, ongoing training in special educational needs and disabilities. Recent training has focused meeting the needs of children who present sensory seeking behaviour, PDA autism and precision teaching to support specific weaknesses and gaps in core education. HINT Gateshead also offer surgeries where teachers and support staff can ask for unnamed advice on a particular area they are concerned for. This is often informing us for the best classroom practise without referrals. 
Further Information
Behaviour and anti-bullying policies are regularly reviewed with a focus on how they affect pupils with special educational needs or disabilities. 
If you would like further information about what we offer here at Winlaton West Lane Primary School, then please contact the Special Educational Needs/Disability Coordinator, Mrs K Regan
If you have any concerns about your child’s special educational needs or disability, their progress or the support they receive, we ask that you to come into school and discuss matters further, first with your child’s class teacher. Should anything need to be put into place further, the Special Educational Needs Coordinator will first make observations, hold a meeting with parents and/ or refer to an external agency.
Although school complaints procedures are in place and can be accessed through our website, we would always hope to resolve any issues or concerns informally by working in partnership with parents.
Note
SENDIASS, the Special Educational Needs and Disability Information, Advice and Support Service can provide information and support to parents of children with additional needs.
Contact details:
tel: 0191 643 8313 or 07792008890
email: sendiass@northtyneside.gov.uk
website: www.sendiassnorthtyneside.org.uk
image1.png




